Final plans for the First 
ational Black Political Con- 
ention (NBPC), which is ex- 
cted to draw more than 8,000 
delegates, alternates and ob- 
servers to Gary this weekend, 
ave been made by the NBPC 
Steering Committee. 
Included in an announcement 
esday were the convention. 
program, including invited 
speakers; procedural items; 
and a fund raising benefit per- 
formance Saturday evening. 
The executive committee also 
said that the convention would be 
. asked to select a National Con- 
- tinuation’s Committee which is 
xpected to carry out the man- 
dates of the convention. 
Invited convention speakers 
include: Minister Louis 
"arrakhan, Nation of Islam; 


Se 


“Congressman 
‘Congress 


oe - 


away cons 


the NBPC and its followup ac- 


benefit affairs to raise funds for — 


Some of these stars will per- 
form in a benefit spectacular at 
9:00 p.m. Saturday, March 11, at 
Roosevelt High School, 25th 
Avenue & Harrison Street, Gary. 

Among the convention 
procedural items announced 
today were these: 

Individual State Delegations 
are authorized to have 20% of the 
total elected delegation and 
alternates (this number does not 
include seats held by black 
elected officials). 

Black Elected Officials, who 
are automatically accorded 
delegate seats, can be 
represented by alternates 
verified by their respected state 
delegation. 

Representatives designated by 
some 150 national black 
organizations will be accorded 
the special status of ‘‘Official 
observers” and, as such, will be 
invited to make presentations to 
the convention platform 


resolutions committees. 
al 


The Steering Committee also 


announced the additional ap- 
 pointment of four committee co- 
chairmen, all republicans, to 


re the by-partisan nature of 
mvention.” They are: Sa 
Secreta 


H cara 
eral progran- 


The g ‘pro 
nouncement reflected the con- 
ventions top priorities as the 
adoption of a national black 


political agenda. 
The format calls for committee 
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and state chairmen meetings at 
Gary city hall and the downtown 
Holiday Inn beginning Friday 
afternoon, and a news media 
reception and briefing set for 5:00 
p.m. that day, 

The national black political 
convention officially begins at 
9:00 a.m. Saturday, at West Side 
High School, 9th Avenue & Gerry 
Street. Credentials and rules 


pt 


‘Black Political Convention Opens Fri. 


committee reports are scheduled 
right after opening activities. 

Saturday afternoon is given 
over-to individual state caucuses 
and a plenary session beginning 
at 3:30: p.m. 

The benefit performance at 
Roosevelt High School at 9:00 
p.m. that evening is to include 
both speakers and performers. 

The Sunday session which also 
opens at 9:00 a.m., focuses on the 


y Public Librery 


Periedicals 


Lake Count 


adoption of the National Black 
Political Agenda and the election 
of the National Continuat on 
Committee. Closing activities «re 
set to start at 3:00 p.m. Sunduy. 

Convention registration will 
take place Friday at the hotels 
where delegates and alterna_es 
are registered and also from & 00 
a.m, to 9:00 a.m, Saturday 
morning at West Side High 
School. 


A Hard Night In Crown Pomt 


The law and law enforcement procedures are 
not always administered equitably in Lake 
County. (See ‘McKenna and ‘Mrs. Who’?”’, 
CATALYST, Feb. 21) Justice and fair treat- 
ment too often depend on who you are more 
than anything else. The following is a story 
from the vulnerable side of the coin. 


Robert Batcheller was driving back to his home in 
Crown Point from Merrillville about 3 a.m. Saturday 
Feb, 19. He had given a friend whose car had broken 
down a ride home. He stopped at 61st and Broadway 
to use the washroom at a gas station and left his car 
parked and running under a street-li 

iry Queen across the street. 


Age eens 

= ~ 
‘in the back of the squad 
S| 


ed Vv 
tcheller. Is you 
sked. 


them asked. 
_ Robert said yes. ‘Boy, you’re in trouble now,”’ the 


_ Officer allegedly replied. At that point Robert says he 


was pulled from the squad car, handcuffed, frisked 
and then kicked back into the car. The officers took 
him to county jail in Crown Point, on suspicion of 
burglarly, 


At Crown Point, Robert asked to have his lawyer 
present and make a phone call, remarking that these 
are the rights of a man in custody. At this point, ac- 
cording to Robert, another officer--identified as yet 
only by his badge number, #120--told Robert, ‘you 
have no rights here’. 


The officer then bashed Batcheller’s head against 
the counter several times, pushed him to the floor, 
kicked him several times in the side and stomach and 
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Who Wants Black Oak? 
PEs 3 


George Bogdanich 
James Procter 

Lake County’s representative to Congress Ray J. 
Madden getting his stiffest challenge for the post he 
has held for thirty years from activist state senator 
Adam Benjamen. 

Although the Democratic County Machine has for 
the most part lined up for Madden, observers of the 
political scene find considerable grass roots support 
for Adam Benjamen who graduated with honors from 
West Point and was voted Outstanding Freshman 
Senator in his first term in the Indiana Senate. 

In_ his interview with the CATALYST Senator 
Benjamen speaks in some detail about state and 
national issues as well as his campaign here. 

CATALYST: The big news in Lake County recently 
has been the indictment of Judge McKenna. If a bill 
that you had sponsored recently in the state senate 
had gone through, any judge under Federal in- 
dictment would have been compelled by law to step 
down. Were you aware of the indictment before it was 
made public? : 

Benjamen: Back in 1967, I introduced a con- 
stitutional: amendment regarding a non-partisan 
selection of judges and a disciplinary removal of 
judges. | carried that through in 1969 and of course 
was passed by on the ballot in 1970 and is in the 
constitution of our state, but, to get it out of the 
committee and onto the floor, and to the General 
Assembly, I have to cut out the common points, so 
that it applied only to the Supreme Court. 

So consequently, I came back with that fact in 1971 
and pushed through for Allen County and Court 


by 


Reform Bill which allowed the disciplinary removal 
of judges. Basically what it says is once a man is 
indicted, we're not talking about conviction, we're 
just talking about the allocation being made, that at 
that point he would be given a leave of absence from 
the bench. 

Then in 1971 several judges of state wanted to have 
an extension of their tour from a four year tour to a 
six year tour and what they would do is just increase 
theirselves in office two more years. Well, that bill 
passed the House overwhelmingly and by the time we 
got it to the Senate, most of us, the Organization of the 
Courts Committee, just did not agree with it. 

I also introduced a bill in the Senate, Senate Bill 
380, which said that any public official under in- 
dictment would be asked to leave office in the way of 
a leave of absence. So it not only applied to judges, I 
wanted a separate bill that applied to all public of- 
ficials, whether appointed or elected. I just feel that 
way. As you recall, in 1970, I went before the 
Department of Public Welfare complaining about 
Tom Bell. I found that he was in a very sensitive 
position, a position of great responsibility and that 
since he was under indictment, he should be given a 
leave of absence. So my stand is consistent. I was not 
aware of any possibility of indictment. 
CATALYST: Do you still feel the judges should be 
appointed? 

Benjamen: Yes, but through a non-rating process 
not like the Federal Court, they appoint them and the 
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_Krassner Puts Me & 
~ PUC To Sleep 


by Alexander Lubezek 


Betsy Wilson is beautiful. So are her sisters. Betsy 
Wilson is the director of Student Affairs at Purdue 
University Calumet, One of her standard reference 
books is The New Left Speakers List as ‘‘Who To 
Invite To Your Campus TO Be IN And With It’’. 

Paul Krassner has three and one half asterisks 
behind his name. Neither he nor I knows what that 
means. Maybe he’s a good movie. Nonetheless at the 
expense of Purdue University, Betsy Wilson invited 
Paul Krassner to PUC to speak on whatever. He 
accepted. 

So who the hell is Paul Krassner? 

Wel! the posters Betsy had printed said Paul 
Krasser was the co-founder of the yippies (he coined 
the word), social editor of Ramparts and Editor of 
The Realist. He also knows Ken Kesey, Jerry Rubin, 
Abbie Hoffman, John Lennon, Sherman Scolnik, and 
Wavy Gravy. Not to mention that he once wrote for 
Steve Allen, Mad Magazine, and The Independent. 
(You remember that one, don’t you?) 


And if this isn’t enough he testified at the “Chicago 
Seven Conspiracy Trail’ and has his own San 
Francisco radio show called ‘‘Rumple Fore Skin.”’ 

Anyway I knocked on Betsy Wilson’s apartment 
door at 7:00 a.m. not long ago. Betsy Wilson is 
beautiful. So are her sisters. Even at seven in the 
morning. They have a nice apartment and are fairly 
liberal with the orange juice and toast. 

But to continue, Paul Krassner was to tired to 
“rap”’ (pat. reject) the night of his talk. He had been 
in Chicago for a few days prior to his visit to the 
Calumet to talk with Sherman (legal research) 
Scolnik about Tex (crazy) Watson and agent 
provacateurs Rene Davis and Tom Hayden. 

Nonetheless I arranged to pick up Krassner the 

_ hext morning at Betsy Wilson's apartment (behind 
“Blue Top”) and take him to O’Hare for his flight 
back to San Francisco. He used to live in New York 
City. Too hectic. Now he lives in San Francisco with 
some of the Merry Pranksters (ref. Electric Kool Aid- 
Acid Test, auth; Ken Kesey - did you know Kesey 
wrote “Sometimes A Great Notion’? also three and a 
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half stars, New York Daily News.) 

Paul and I finally made a polite exit, each of us 
saying good-by to Betsy (Paul hugged Betsy, her 
sisters, a lamp pole, a coffee table, a chair and of 
course the light switch. Whew, finally out. Into the 
car and finally time for the hot licks interview. 

But first a smoke. Paul hadn’t smoked for four 
days. He travels light (one flight bag and one 
typewriter) and safe, 

Now we were finally and totally prepared (not to 
mention totally obliterated) for THE INTERVIEW. 
Three and one half stars, of course. 

One will-do-the-job groovy cassette tape recorder, 
two hours worth of tape, an o.k. car, good music and 
eventually one huge airport and all the trimmings, all 
with a slight vibrating tinge around the edges in 
pleasant tones and subtle hues. The tape recorder 
was primed and loaded, ready to go with an auto 
control mike (pat not appl. for). 

But for some reason I managed to forget to switch 
on the auto control mike but it doesn’t matter anyway 
because sooner or later I forgot about any interview. 
Too bad, too because it would have been a great in- 
terview. 


For example, first question: Paul, let’s skip the 
nitty gritty and get down to the real stuff. What 
deodorant do you use? 

But what's Paul Krassner really like? What's he all 
about, I don’t know. I only spent a couple of hours 
with him, but they were good hours. Paul Krassner 
really is crazy, paranoid and suffers from delusions. 

I didn't learn a whole lot from his talk the night 
before and wasn’t turned on to any reading irisights 
about anything during our few hours together in the 
morning. But Paul Krassner was able to relax, have a 
good time and be fairly open with someone he didn’t 
know from Martha Mitchell. And if you get a chance, 
pick up a copy of the Realist. That’s little closer to 
what Paul Krassner is all about. 

My name is Freddy Darrymple and I’m from South 
Philly and I'm 13 years old. I'd give this review a 
three and a half. It’s got a good beat and the lyrics 
aren’t bad but I wouldn't buy it. . 

__ Well, don’t fret, maybe the next time Paul 
_Krassner comes to the Calumet. 
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Over The Counter 


Drugs On Trial 


by Sandy Lapham 


Life is made up of numerous 
little aches and pains and on 
these minor imperfections a 
multi-million dollar industry 
thrives-the sale of drugs for 
which a doctor’s prescription is 
not needed. 

You just walk into any drug 
store, supermarket, or depart- 
ment store and buy something to 
ease the small ill of the moment; 
headache, cough, constipation, 
cold, dandruff or the “‘blahs’’. 

Americans can choose from 
among 150,000 to 500,000 such 
over-the-counter drugs and the 
only thing the individual can be 
sure of is that the product won't 
kill him, at least not right away. 
Aside from this the only 
assurance the purchaser has that 
the product will do what it is 
supposed to, is the manufac- 
turers word or that of a satisfied 
friend. 

Recently the FDA moved to 
give the consumer some idea of 
the effectiveness of over-the- 
counter drugs. It was announced 
that a massive study of 26 
categories of drugs will be 
evaluated. This will include 
antacids, Painkillers, laxatives, 
cold tablets, sleeping pills, soaps, 
and tonics. 

The Propietary Drug 
Association representing the 
manufacturers, didn’t object to 
the investigation even though it 
could remove between a quarter 
and a half of current remedies 
from the shelves, 

Although hundreds of 
thousands of products seem too 
immense a number to deal with, 
only about 200 ingredients are 
involved. Panels of experts will 
review reports on basic 
ingredients of non-prescription 
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medications and decide on the 
effectiveness of each remedy. 

If scientific information is 
weak the manufacturer will have 
to supply it. If he is unable to do 
this and wants to continue to sell 
the product he may have to make 
human tests. This will be difficult 
as most over-the-counter 
remedies treat only minor 
discomforts which are difficult to 
assess. 

Frequently, the pain, or 
whatever, disappears without 
intervention in a few days, plus 
many complaints have a large 
psychic component which 
responds to any pill, even those 
without medication in them. 

The manufacturers are 
worried that establishment 
doctors, accustomed to the 
powerful effects of prescription 
drugs, will dismiss over-the- 
counter preparations as inef- 
fective because they are weak. 

The fear of the manufacturers 
is justified. 

For example, take the first 
class of drugs slated for review- 
the antacid. This is the substance 
that is supposed to neutralize 
stomach acidity. Although 
doctors prescribe antacids for 
peptic ulcer, the layman gobbles 
them for heartburn, indigestion 
queasy feelings, and stomach 
discomfort. 

In view of this, consider the 
following quotation from a 
leading medical school testbook. 

“The gastric antacids are a 
much abused group of drugs. As a 
result of irresponsible ad- 
vertising, both the public and 
many pysicians have come to 
believe that man is constantly 
fighting a battle against acidity 
and that every little belch or 
upper gastro-intestinal upset 
calls for an antacid. 

The substantial incidence of 
placebo responsiveness in minor 


 gastro-intestinal upsets and even 


in peptic ulcer deludes the patient 
and physician alike into inap- 
propriate use of antacids. Yet 
when they are indicated they are 
often used too casually to be of 
value.” 

If the antacid panel includes 
men of like opinion, the $104 
million a year antacid business is 


A 


in jeopardy. Even if antacids ~ 


have their defenders the con- 
troversy is likely to be great. For 
example, the antacids neutralize 
acids in the stomach, but 
paradoxically at the same time 
they stimulate the stomach to 
produce more acid. 

Thus, to neutralize all the acid 
one has to take enough to coun- 
teract the increased 
secretion.,Many experts feel that 
over the-counter preparations 
are taken in amounts too small to 
have any effect. 

Within a year the antacid story 
may be known. After that the $580 
million a year cough and cold 
preparations get a going over. 
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It was only several years ago that the mayor of 
Hammond reportedly told a group of Black Oak 
residents “You could strike oil out there and we still 
wouldn’t annex you. 

Nobody wanted Black Oak 

So it was, but no longer. 

Black Oak with its widespread poverty, trailer 
camps, open sewers, and other health hazards is now 
being sought by both the city of Gary and those 
seeking its incorporation with an area to the south of 
Ridge Road. 

It has in the process, become somewhat of a 
political battleground. So far the battle has been 
fought in the Lake county courts and the Gary City 
Council. The final decision will be the Gary City 
Council 


It has, in the process, become somewhat of a 
political battleground. So far the battle has been 
fought in the LakeCounty courts and the Gary City 
Council. The final decision will be made by the 
residents themselves. As of Feb. 15 when the Gary 
City Council voted formally to annex the Black Oak- 
Small Farms area those favoring incorporation into a 
town rather than Gary have sixty days to gather the 
notarized signatures of over 51% of those owning 
property in the disputed area, Black Oak has between 
11 and 13 thousand residents. 

The group which favors the annexation is called the 
Black Oak-Small Farms Coalition and co-chaired 
by Richard Holland and Henry Reed veteran com- 
munity leaders in the Black Oak Small Farms area. 

The group favoring incorporation is known as the 
Lake Ridge Incorporation Committee (LINC) and 
is headed by Henry Ensweiler. Another group which 


_ favors annexation is the Little Calumet River 


Development Association’headed by Ernie Davis. 

The issues which divide the two camps are both 
economic and political. 

The members of the Lake Ridge: Incorporation 
Committee stress ° __ the political and economic 
independence from Gary which the area would have 
if incorporated. 

Members of the Black Oak Community Coalition 
feel that the interests of the ordinary working men 
and women would be better served through an- 
nexation to the city of Gary and note that LINC is 
supported heavily be businessmen. 

Some of the advantages which would follow an- 
nexation are: 
Sewers: If annexed to Gary the Black Oak area 


would qualify as a model Cities Area. They would be 
ie - eligible to receive up to 90% of the funds needed for a_ 
: sews r system toe the federal government. As an 

; ate money 


fe 


'y for sewers would have 
consid 


‘years for the sewers to be leted. 
Fire rey Fire insurance rate would drop 
- from the present rate of ten to five or four, thus 


_ decreasing the cost of fire insurance of the area as it 


becomes annexed to the city of Gary. 
Health Care: If annexed the Gary Health Depart- 
ment's services could begin immediately in the Black 


_ Oak Area and would include any free services now 
‘sponsored by the Federal Government. 


Crown Point 


red to pay $325, pay 
then $8 monthly. It will be three 4 


Black Oak: Who Wants It? 


Other advantages the Black Oak-Small Farms 
Coalition sees in annexation is the public service of 
garbage removal, the installation of street lamps, 
and the implemention of plans for beautification 
under alreadyexisting Gary city agencies, 

Against considerable odds LINC supporters ex- 
press optimism that they can succeed in gaining the 
signature of 51% of the property owners. The 
signatures must be signed before a notary public and 
siners must provide evidence and description of 
property holdings. 

LINC has divided the area which has been annexed 
by the city council into eight districts in which 
volunteers Ff ve been seeking support for in- 
corporation door to door. 

Although Enswieler has said that his organization 
intends to proceed “according to law’’, threats of 
physical violence to those who have supported an- 
nexation rather than incorporation. 

Former friends have become enemies and a certain 
amount of racial antagonism has crept into an area 
which has traditionally been one of the more stable 


_ Benjamen Interview 


Senate ratifies or confirms the nomination. I don'tfeel 
that it is self-sufficient. I feel that you must have a 
nominating commission that screens all applicants, 
anybody should be able to apply. 

CATALYST: Could you say you have encountered 
most of the hostility to the bill. 

Benjamen: From the Legislative Leadership it- 
self? I was promised in 1969 when I first introduced 
the berg bata Code of Ethics andincidentally, it 
wasn’t all my work, it was the share of the committee 


that did a lot of work. Now that committee sent Earl 
Langrebe down to Congress. And to get it out of 
committee I have to compromise a lot. And then I was 
assured in 1969 since they were trying to adopt a pay 
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integrated areas. 

Ironically Henry Enzweiler, who ‘vigorously leads 
the movement for incorporation, had spoken out 
before against incorporation. On October 24, 1968 
Enzweiler was quoted by the Hammond Times 
warning that if Black. Oak were incorporated ‘‘the 
rise in taxes would have to be tremendous to make up 
for the lack of high-assessed valuation.” 

Ensweiler is presently one of the three members of 
the Lake Ridge School Board which are members of 
LINC. Provisions have been made to use school 
facilities for pro-incorporation petition signing, which 
will take place for 16 hours on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Advocates of annexation, however, have been 
denied access to school facilities for meetings or the 
disemination of fact sheets on annexation. 

The Black Oak-Small Farms Coalition consider a 
refusal to sign _ the petition a vote for annexation 

and have recently voted resolution to ‘‘continue 
working for all the people in that area’’. 


cont. trom page | 


raise, for the legislature that they were going to pass 
this bill of pay raise to show the public that not only 
were they going to give themselves more money but 
that they have set more stricter standards for 
themselves. Well that pay raise went so fast, they 
didn't need to cope with evidence. Well, I re- 
introduced the bill, in fact I got it, what I did, we have 
a procedure by which we can bypass the committee 
and it’s a very seldom used procedure but I employed 
it and I got seventeen votes out of a possible ninety- 
nine votes. So you can see the legislature wasn't bad 
on any degree of ethics. I re-introduced the bill in 1971 
and the leadership was not allowed out of the com- 
mittee. In fact the committee did not meet. 

CATALYST: What do you think the chances are 
regarding the recent provision being revived. now? 

Benjamen: “I'll tell you what I’m going to do, if I 
don't hear from Congress, and I'm back in the 
Legislature, I plan to submit an entire recall bill. I 
call that a modified recall bill. And that is it was 
predicated out of an allocation or a formal charge 
before a court. I really feel that the citizens ought to 
have complete recall. 

CATALYST: What do you think of the value-added 
tax which may be proposed in 1973? 

Benjamen: I'll accept a graduated value-added 
tax. In a sense it is just as progressive as the sales tax 
except that the consumer doesn't see it, because 


. there is no fixed charge that he's going to pay on it. 


But in the same sense, it’s no different but to make 


~ that in lieu of the present property tax situation, I 


would accept the graduated value matter as the more 
preferable of the two least desirable tax-programs. 
That is a heavy property tax or the value average. It 
still hits the consumers. 

CATALYST: Would you want an _exemption for 
food and necessities? 

Benjamen: Oh definitely. There are two" ways of 
handling it. One of the proposals, of course our state 
bill has said by claiming it, when you file your gross 
income tax, that’s sufficient that that's the cleaner 
way of doing, of course, unfortunately, the people that 
are trying to help, are not getting because_in many 
incidents they don’t file, and-if they defile they fail to 
claim the exemptions they—are- allowed foreach 
member of the family which is $8.00. In fact, I support 
as one of the few Democrats what they call the 
disappearing or vanishing credits. And that is that 
the poor people could get up to instead of everybody 
getting $8.00 per person, the poor people could get up 
to $16.00 and people like myself get $0.00. Just frankly 


asked him what he had been doing in the Dairy 

Queen. 

_ Batcheller was then taken and locked in a cell. 
Later that morning badge #120 came to his cell and 

apologized for ‘roughing’ him up, but implied 

strongly that Robert had been drunk. 


_. Another man in the same cell, who will remain 


unidentified for personal reasons, confirmed the 
apology. ; 
__“The officer said, ‘I'm sorry I roughed you up,’ or 
something”, the witness said. “‘When they put him 
(Robert) in the cell that night I felt he was clear of 
mind and in pain.” 

Robert said he had asked to take a drunkometer 
test, but had been denied. 

He was taken before Justice of the Peace Lucastic 


~ that morning, who told him he had been charged with 


public intoxication, resisting arrest and disorderly 
conduct. Robert Batcheller had not been near the 


-_ Dairy Queen and no mention was made the next 


morning of suspicion of burglarly. 

The judge set Robert's bond at $450, or Robert could 
pay a fine--implying guilt-- of $108. The judge said he 
was in a hurry. 

Robert couldn’t afford the bond—and the judge 
wouldn’t accept a property bond from his parents-- 
but, given the previous night's experience, he didn’t 
want to stay in jail until Monday. He contacted his 
boss, who owns the gas station where Robert works in 
Crown Point, and he paid the fine. Robert Batcheller 


was released. 


Robert Batcheller is the son of Everett Batcheller, 
and out~ “spoken critic and foe of corruption within 
both his union, Teamster Local 142, and the Lake 
County Sheriff's Police Dept. Batcheller compaigned 
actively against Lake County Sheriff Leslie O. Pruitt 
in the last election, has publicized shoddy conditons 
at the county jail and has filed complaints against the 


county police dating back to 1965. One of his com- 
plaints has concerned poor police protection for rural 
Lake County. 

Furthermore, the officer in charge that early 
morning Robert was taken to jail was allegedly Ted 
Nowakoski, who had testified against Everett Bat- 
cheller, without being subpoenaed, before the 
National Labor Relations Board. (See CATALYST, 
Dec. 20, 1971.) 

Further postcripts to this story are all but en- 
couraging. 

--Robert Batcheller was under a doctor's care at 
the time of his arrest. X-rays taken since then reveal 
he has two fractured ribs, among other things. He 
says he was confronted by two sheriff's police at 
Dyer Hospital before the X-rays were taken. They 
again accused him of being drunk Feb. 19. 


--Robert Batcheller and his family have been 
evicted from their apartment in Crown Point, 
although the rent had been paid through March 21. “I 
guess my landlady didn’t like me,”’ Robert said. And 
although he can’t prove it yet, he suspects the land- 
lady’s son-in-law may be one of the officers who first 
took him in custody. 

~The man who confirmed Robert's sobriety and 
egosees condition in the cell, v was allegedly denied 


were badly injured By ‘handcuffs. 
Sheriff Leslie 0, Pruitt has been informed of these 
events, but as yet he has not responded. 


JP. 
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Follow—Up 


McKenna and... 


Judge John H. McKenna, whose 
extra-legal difficulties have been 
controversial enough lately 
(Catalyst, Feb. 21), was indicted 
for income tax evasion Feb. 25 

McKenna has stepped down 
from the bench, although he 
hasn't yet resigned, 

Lake County Democratic Party 
Chairman John Krupa does not 
want McKenna to resign, because 
the Republican state ad- 
ministration would most likely 
appoint a Republican to serve out 
the term. Better an indicted 
Democrat than a new 
Republican, one must conclude. 


Fadell Series 


The Gary Post-Tribune has 
concluded a series of articles 
dealing with local and state tax 
problems. The articles appeared 
to incorporate some of the 


research compiled by former 
Post reporter George Crile on 
Calumet Township Assessor Tom 
Fadell. 

But the Post series was not 
exclusively about to the Town- 
ship assessor and took, an ‘‘on- 
the-one-hand” but then ‘‘on-the- 
other-hand’’ approach to his 
office rather than Crile’s more 
straightforward analysis. 


Bricklayer's Strike 


Bricklayers, Masons and 
Plasterer’s International Union, 
Local 6, is stil! on strike against 
the Inland Steel Co.-and 
Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co. 

The picket line at Inland is now 
further from the mill gate than it 
was 2-1/2 weeks ago and 
steelworkers Local 1010 
President Jesse Arredondo’s 
advice to steelworkers to ignore 
the picket line apparently still 
holds. 


TTT 
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Fadell Demands 


Retraction 


You are hereby notified that on 
or about December 6, 1971, you 
caused to be published in your 
newspaper on page 8 thereof, a 
news story entitled ‘Politics and 
UnAmericanism” by George 
Sullivan, who is listed in your 
paper as a senior editor. You 
Stated in said article: 

“An outstanding example of 
abuse of public office for personal 
enrichment is the case-of Tom 
Fadell, the Calumet Township 
tax assessor. In attempting to 
trace his career, one is constantly 
reminded of the quote ‘oh what a 
tangled web we weave when first 
we practice to deceive.’ During 
Fadell’s term in office he has 
owned or been a partner in more 
than 16 corporations and he has 
used his position to attempt to 
force people to do business with 
his corporations. Where those 
who are bening coerced try to 
refuse, Fadell-often flies into a 
rage and retaliates by raising 
their tax assessments as high as 
five times their normal 


assessment. Fadell uses every’ 


trick in the book to keep his 
dealings from coming to light and 
much of his business is conducted 
under the names of friends and 
relatives. 
Whenever he is questioned 
_ about his activities he is prone to 
threaten his questioner with 
physical harm or legal 
relaliation. In the primary 
elections in May, 1971 Fadell 
‘created a disturbance ata polling 
place while exposing a carbine he 
was carrying in his ear” 
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_ own peril, 


Letters tothe Editor 


These statements as to me are 
false and defamatory. These 
statements are published by you 
deliberately falsified or 
recklessly with an awareness of 
probable falsity, 

Pursuant to Burns’ Indiana 
Statues 2-1043, you are hereby 
requested to make a full and fair 
retraction of each and every false 
and defamatory statement and 
innuendo. In your retraction you 
shall state the following, to-wit: 

1, That you have no knowledge 
of my abusing my public office 
for personal enrichment. 

2. That I have not owned or 
been a partner in 16 corporations, 
and that you have no knowledge 
of me ever attempting to force 
people to do business with any 
corporation. 

3. That you have no knowledge 
of me raising any persons tax 
assessment any amount because 
of personal retaliation, 

4. That you have no knowledge 
of me ever threatening anyone 
with physical harm because he 
questioned me about my ‘“ac- 
tivities”. 

5. That I do now own nor did I 
carry any carbine during the 
May, 1971 Primary or create a 
disturbance at the polls. That I 
drove the acting City Judge on 
official business at said date who 
carried a carbine for personal 
protection. 

6. That George Sullivan was 
publically exposed by me in 1971, 
as having a criminal arrest 
record in at least four states, and 
wrote said article out of malice, 
of which actual malice you were 

_ aware, 
_ Failure to do s¢ 


THOMAS R. FADEL 


shall beat your 
3 Bn et 


Editor's Note: 

Upon receiving Mr, Fadell's 
letter, we double-checked our 
sources and at this time we see no 
reason to retract any statement 
published in The Catalyst about 
the Calumet Township Assessor. 


Documented evidence con- 
tradicts each of the points made 
by Mr. Fwdell. Catalyst 
columnist George Sullivan asked 
to add the following comments: 


“The last sentence of Fadell's 
letter is typical of the threats he 
is prone to make. 


I have never made a secret of 
the fact that I was arrested twice 
for misdemeanors and I paid my 
fines, Any other ‘criminal record’ 
I might have is for traffic tickets 
such as most truck drivers 
acquire from time to time. 


A hole in the knee of my pants 


would ‘expose’ me more than 
Tom Fadell ever could.” 


Explains CAL 
Purpose 


Calumet Action League is the 
newest hope for the lone, 
frustrated person who wants to 
do something about his plight 
here_in the Calumet area. He 
cannot get anyone to listen to him 
alone but alliance with others in 
CAL will get recognition from the 
powers that be because of 
organizations within it that truly 
represent the people. 

CAL is an offshoot of the old 
Calumet Community Congress 
which had very lofty and good 
goals. However as time 
progressed the interests of the 
director and a few misguided 
individuals were being served. 

Th original intents were not 
being carried out and energies 
were being wasted and virtually 
nothing being carried through to 
completion. Just as the clinchers 
were about to be wrapped around 
several bad problems to clean 
them up, the ‘thot potato” was 
dropped. 

After too many hours spent in 
meetings where agreements 
were reached, then not kept and 
when it became evident the 
director would not conduct the 
business of the organization as 
designated by the officers, it was 
finally decided by 14 out of 18 of 
the Steering Committee that they 
must get away from this im- 
possible situation in order to 
accomplish anything. 

Therefore on February 10, 1972 
at a general meeting these 14 
officers resigned from C.C.C. and 


ae e their reasons, They and 
yt! : ; 
_ way, went on to a second meeting 


mahy groups feeling the same 


LI ttt (ttt ttt nts 


Natural Resources: Our 


Vanishing Inheritance 


By George Sullivan 


Soap operas are often centered-around a reckless, 
irresponsible character who inherits a fortune and 
then squanders it on all sorts of useless things. He is 
usually portrayed as a shallow self-centered man who 
gives no thought for his descendants or his fellow man 
and wastes in one lifetime, the fortune that took many 
generations to accumulate. 


There will be few of us to inherit that kind of fortune 
but all mankind receives an inheritance worth far 
more than money, It is the inheritance of land, air 
and water. 

Manisa living creature and as such he is sustained 
only by other living things. Life must feed upon life or 
life as we know it would cease to exist. For that cycle 
to continue, fresh air, clean water and good land are 
essential. Our ancestors of uncountable ages passed 
on to us this inheritance of man from generation to 
generation until the 20th Century. This century will be 
known to history, if there is one, as the age of the 
reckless and irresponsible. 

We have exterminated the Buffalo and the 
passenger pigeon and much of our wildlife is headed 
down that same road to extinction. Our air is fouled 


and the waters run black with pollution. 


This is a nation that is rich in natural resources and 
three generations of my family have gone to war to 


_ protect those resources from its enemies. We have 


earned the right to share in the wealth of America by 
bloodshed and devotion to our flag. 

Where, then, is the army that protects our right to 
fish from the shores of Lake Michigar? The men in 
blue drive us away and tell us that we are trespassing 


on the shores that we fought to save. 

We do not share in the wealth of the coal in the earth 
because U.S. Steel and other industries acquired the 
rights to the coal while the sons of America were 
dying to protect those coal fields. 

We do not share in the wealth of oil fields because 
John D. Rockfeller and others were building their 
empires while four hundred thousand Americans 
were becoming casualties in the great Civil War that 
nearly destroyed our unity as a nation. 

Our men in uniform have often been turned upon 
the people to protect the wealthy from harm, but 
never have the Army or police been turned upon the 
wealthy to protect the rights of the people. 

But it is not for acquiring money that we need help. 
It is for the protection of our inheritance, our right to 
live that we need assistance. A strip mine is an 
example of what is happening to our inheritance. A 
few people who own the coal rights can rip and tear 
the land with such destructive force that all one can 
see for miles is a torn and destroyed land, and waters 
that are all colors from the poisons that seep from the 
exposed depths of the earth. 

The wildlife flees to other parts of the country or 
dies from drinking the water and the land is silent for 
nothing lives on this destroyed land. When the coal is 
gone, the few who owned it leave also and leave 
behind them our inheritance. 

The few have gained a fistful of dollars to pass on to 
their descendants and the many are given back the 
land to pass on to their descendants. And from the 
fistful of dollars and from that torn and destroyed 
land, there-shall-grow- no-living-thing. 


aforementioned — 
‘conditions are returning to work 


place that evening and in- 
formally organized the new CAL 
reaffirming their original goals 
of working on the pressing 
problems of the people in the 
Calumet area which are almost 
too numerous to mention. 
Anyway we'll enumerate a few of 
the issues uppermost with the 
CAL people: 

1. They have reactivated the 
resolution receiving the most 
votes at the original Congress, 
namely obtaining Buffington pier 
for use by fishermen. 

2. They are supporting the 
annexation of Black Oak ahd 
Small Farms area by request of 
the people living there in order to 
keep them from the unsavory 
plans for that section of Calumet 
Township. 

3. They are collecting clothing 
and household articles for the 
victims of the flood disaster in 
West Virginia. President George 
Sullivan will deliver them in 
person. 

4. Voter registration, par- 
ticularly of the new 18 to 21 year 
olds, is being worked on. Also 
fraudulent registration is being 
checked out. 

5. Free clinie and health 
centers for neighborhoods will 
shortly be a reality it is hoped. 

6. Cleaning up the Little 
Calumet River. 

Other possible issues are: 
Equitable sharing of taxation, a 
regional busing plan, recreation 
areas, cleanliness, pollution, 
crime and corruption. 

More organizations are ap- 
plying daily for membership and 
people alienated because of the 
intolerate 


for the interests of the people. 
CAL’s first formal general 
meeting will be held March 20th 
at The United Church of Christ 
(congregational) in East Chicago 
to launch this renewed fight for 
right. 


Dorothy Patrick 
East Chicago 


3883 Broadway 
Gary, Ind. 46409 


884- 4590 


Editors-s-Chief George Bogdanich 
James Procter 
Education Editer Francine Moscove 
City Editors Susan Kellock 
Art Editor dukes senile 
Business Mgr. Daniel Wilk 
Advertising Mgr. Michelle Lubek 
Circulation Mgr. Sigurd Nielsen-Eltoft 
The Catalyst ia community newspaper which will seek and 
inn uke We Suk saeek tea premiers of Ges cn, are 
ticularly those whose views-and stories have not been represented in 
the past. We will entertain and inform and serve as a forum for debate. 
Lake County is often described as a hard place to live and an even 
harder place to change. This need not be true. There are a number of 


ti 


: 
j 


& 
& 


ive 
plans to 


working to give everyone a better break. The Catalyst 
nart. 


This is the veaine in qa series of articles on the 
history: of the Calumet Area being compiled and 
written by members of the Labor History 
Workshop, which meets at 7:30 Thursday 


; evenings at 3883 Broadway in Glen Park, 


_ The articles are drawn from old news clip- 
pings, books,-tape recordings, ‘pictures and 
~ most importantly from the people who lived the 
“history. 

‘This article is based on soveatal by Mrs. 
"Patricia German, a junior high school teacher 


_ Mr. Joseph Piekarczyk of Hammond, a long- 
time labor historian, who organized a 
~ memorial service for the Standard Steel Car 
strikers on the 50th anniversary of the strike in 
1969. He provided the HAMMOND TIMES with 
his research on the strike, but it was never 
_ published. 


_ Many people remember the Memorial Day mas- 
sacre at the Republic Steel mill in South Chicago 


on May 30, 1937. On that day Chicago policemen fired 
‘into a peacelul demonstration of striking steel- 


~ workers. Ten persons died, including four residents 
of Lake County. 


But how many of us have heard about the massacre 


- in Hammond on September 9, 1919? Four strikers 
from the Standatd Steel Car company were killed. It 
happened where Highland Street meets Columbia 


_ Avenue at the east end of what is now Maywood Park 
near the Hammond City Hall, Here is the story. 

At that time the Standard Steel Car company was 
the third largest producer. of railroad cars in the 
United States and the largest employer in Hammond. 


S. Steel in Gary, the company owned many of the 
mes in which its workers. lived. 


_ company began. nin 
sed 


dustrial Workers of the 
The grievances of the workers i in- 


bart, pares but war then, “bey oe 


Soe their rifles when they ascertain 
0 use them against workers,” 


But after meeting with a committee of 
riker t reconsidered, and brought the strike to a 
crisis, On the evening of January 31 the strikers held 
amass Ss meeting where the following scene occurred: 
he lights of the hall were extinguished. A candle 
‘stuck into a bottle was placed on a platform. One 
by one, 1500 men, representing tw: enty separate 


fe nationalities, came and kissed the ivory image on the 


cross, kneeling before it. They swore that they would 


~ not seab or go back to work until the company grants 


the terms it had acceded to when its representatives 


met with the committee of the strikers.” 


The strikers held firm and won most of their 
demands, 

- The 1919 strike at the Standard Steel Car company 
began on March 25 when 600 men walked out. At 
the request of Samuel Gompers, president of the 
American Federation of Labor (A.F.L.), Federal 
mediators were called in and the men returned to 


a es their jobs. 


But on July 18 the men walked out again, deman- 
ding (1) a wage increase, (2) company recognition of 
a general committee to negotiate on behalf of all the 
workers in the plant, and above all (3) an eight hour 
day, in place of the twelve hour day then common 
_ throughout the steel industry. 

As was to be the case in 1937, tension built up 


s around the issue of mass picketing. On August 6 a 
federal judge ruled that the strikers had a right to 
_ picket peacefully. By August 15 there were 2000 men 


and women in the streets around the plant. Picket 


lines were set up on Conkey, Highland, Summer, 


a 


; i 


Morton Court, and Columbia. 


Barney Gillis of Hammond remembers women 


a throwing pepper and salt in the faces of workers who 


tried to go through the picket lines. The Lake County 
‘Times (forerunner of the Hammond Times) reported 
that the women became involved because grocers 


_ were refusing to give more credit. 


United States Secretary of Labor Wilson asked 
Governor Goodrich of Indiana to send the National 
Guard to Hammond. 850 Guardsmen were stationed 
the city during the last week of August. On August 
the company ran an ad in the Lake County Times 
using all the strike demands and adding: ‘The 
ompany reserves the right to employ only such men 
sin its judgement are efficient workmen and willing 
tov work: under the company’ s rules.” 


pet Munster, studying history at Purdue; and 


‘he acreage for the plant was purchased in 1906, Like 


; n January 28 the company indicated its readiness “s 
~~ to settl 


Ina letter to the Times published September 4, an 
electrician named W. T. Lavin stated that strikers 
were being driven from the street, clubbed over the 
head, ordered from in front of their own premises, 
stopped on the street 1-1/2 miles from the plant, 
searched and kicked by the police. 

On September 8 the company brought matters to a 
head by marching men who hadn't joined the strike 
into the plant. The strikers followed a policy of at- 
tempting to persuade these men not to go to work but, 
if they could not be dissuaded, permitting them to 
proceed. Striker Martin Zgoda of Hammond 
remembers a meeting where this policy was 
discussed and adopted. The strikers acted ac- 
cordingly on the 8th. 

But on September 9 the men on strike decided to 
have a parade of their own. They met at 7 AM on May 
Street. Led by WWI veteran Thomas Skuba-carrying 
an American flag, they marehed six abreast-and a 
thousand strong west on May to Calumet Avenue, 
south on Calumet to Highland Street, and East on 
Highland to its intersection with Columbia Avenue. 

City police and plant guards were drawn up along 
Columbia Avenue in front of the plant. One account of 


what happened eppeared in the 1.W.W. newspaper _ 


Solidarity. 

“(The Police) told them to open a way for the strike 
breakers to go to work. The strikers at once made an 
opening in their ranks, but the police kept pushing the 
strikers back until they were on the sidewalk. The 
strikers then said they had gone back far enough. 

The policemen who were pushing the crowd back 
each had a club in one hand and a revolver in the 
other. They kept striking the men in the faces with 
their clubs and ordering them further back. One 
policeman ordered the soldier who led the parade to 
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’S Memorial Day Massacre 


take off his army shirt. The soldier refused saying, ‘I 
won’t take it off for you or anyone else! 

About this time the chief of police ordered his 
brutes to start shooting . . . As soon as the order was 
given to shoot the strikers started to run.” 

The volley lasted about two minutes. Martin Zgora 
remembers crawling away through high grass. About 
thirty-five persons were wounded. Four were killed. 
Like the ten men who were killed in 1937 in South 
Chicago, all four were shot in the back. Their names 
were Lawrence Dudek, Stanley Skis, George Rosko, 
and Stephen Krawczyk. One policeman had a broken 
arm, 

Twenty-two strikers were arrested on charges 
which were not dismissed until 1923. The Lake County 
Times reported the massacre under the headline: 
“Hundreds of Rioting Aliens Attack Police.” 

On September 23, thousands attended a funeral for 
the slain at St. Mary’s Church, and followed the open 
coffins to Holy Cross Cemetery. 

Lake County Coroner Col. J. A. Graham said at the 
subsequent inquest that Standard Steel had filmed 
the “riot’’ from the Lyndera, Hotel on Columbia Ave. 
and hoped they would make it available for the 
inquest. The film was never made public. 

Eventually the men went back to work with a 7 per 
cent wage increase. 

Local 1033 (Republic Steel) of the United 
Steelworkers of America has dedicated its new union 
hall to the martyrs of 1937. 

Perhaps someday there will be a plaque in the park 
at Highland and Columbia commemorating what 
happened there in 1919. In the meantime we can 
remember the names of Dudek, Skis, Rosko, and 
Krawezyk. 


Caskets of dead strikers on Columbia Ave. 


Garnett Center New Chance 


voaug,, fOr Handicapped Children 


What happens to children who 
are prevented by. learning 
disabilities from performing at 
the level of the public schools? In 
Gary the Garnett Diagnestic 
Center at 21st and Jackson is an 
entire elementary school turned 
over to the Gary Special 
Education program for long-term 
treatment of children with 
special learning difficulties. 

At this center some 335 children 
who fall into the categories of 
trainable (retarded), educable 
(slow development), personal 
adjustment (emotional 
problems), perceptually handi- 
capped (learning disabilities) 
and preschool handicapped 
receive individualized instruction 
at their own level to help them 
perform as near as possible to 
their potential. 

While the trainable and 
educable groups remain in the 
program usually throughout their 


school careers, the personal ~ 


adjustment and perceptually 
handicapped are helped to 
progress so as to be able to return 
to a regular classroom. Mrs. 


Martin, a teacher of children with 
learning disabilities, said that 
her major goal is to send children 
back to the regular classroom. 
And once a child is sent back, 
there is rarely the need to return 
him to special education. 

The trainable and educable 
groups are limited by law to 15 
children in a class while the 
personal adjustment and_per- 
ceptually handicapped are 
limited to 8 in a class. 

The classrooms resemble 
ordinary classrooms in materials 
present and arrangements of 
contents, the major difference 
being that each child has books 
and lessons geared as precisely 
as possible to his level of 
development. The teachers 
appear to be enthusiastic and 
dedicated to their work. The 
spirit throughout the center 
seems to be one of optimism that 
these children can achieve a 
measure of fulfillment in their 
lives. 

Mr. Walter Rogers, the coor- 
dinator of the diagnostic team 


which determines whether a 


child can be helped by one of the 
programs, described the 
procedure by which a child is 
referred to this center. The 
teacher describes the problem to 
the school social worker who 
makes arrangements to have the 
child tested and medically 
examined with the, -approval of 
the parents. 

Then the diagnostic team at 
Garnett, composed of specialists 
in each area of special education 
and headed by Mr. Rogers, 
examines the results of the tests, 
medical examination and other 
materials available to determine 
the eligibility of the child for one 
of the programs. When asked 
what proportion of eligible 
children are placed, Mr. Rogers 
replied. ‘‘All.” 

The child may also be 
examined for eligibility at the 
request of the parent. A parent 
who thinks that her -child may 
be in need of special help should 


continued en page 7 
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~ By Michele Lubek Morton High School: ts a 
me : Pop Concert. Morton High 
_.~ THEATRE School, Hammond. 7:30 p.m. 
Theatre Company: presents March 9. 
“Ends Meet” by John Coleby. 
Purdue Calumet, Student- Purdue Glee Club Concert: 


Faculty Center, Hammond. 8 
_-p.m, March 16, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 
25. 


Marion Theatre Guild: presents 
“Sweet Charity”. 1838 Lincoln 
Ave., Whiting. Call: 659-2188. 
March 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26. 


Civic Theatre: presents play 
readings. Northern Indiana Art 
Association, 5448 Hohman, 
Hammond. 8:30 p.m. March 25. 


Purdue Calumet Theatre 
Company: nts “You're a 
Good Man Charlie Brown’. 
Purdue Calumet, Student- 
Faculty Center, Hammond. 8:30 
p.m. March 16, 17, 18. 


MUSIC 
Valparaiso University Opera 
Company: presents ‘‘Rigoletto”’. 
Memorial Opera House, 
Valparaiso. 8:15 p.m. March 11, 
17, and 18. 


Indianapolis Brass Quintet 
Recital: Chapel of the 
Resurrection, Valparaiso 
University. 8:15 p.m. March 20. 


Hammond Community Concert 
Association: presents the “Lee 
Evans Trio”. Tech High School, 
Hammond. 8:15 p.m. March 24. 


Valparaiso University Choir 
Concert: Chapel of the 
Resurrection, Valparaiso 
University. 4 p.m, March 27. 


Indiana University Northwest: 
"presents Linda Shimko soprano, 
in recital, accompanied by 
Stephen Sulich on piano. I,U, 
airy Northwest, Gary 4 p.m, March 
AS tag: ‘ 


Hammond Civic Center. 8:15 
p.m. March 24. 


FILMS 

LU. Film Series: “The Critic: 
Death Takes a Holiday”’ 
(American) - March 9. “‘Per- 
sona” (Swedish, Bergman) - 
March 23. ‘‘The Dove"’ and ‘‘The 
Passion of Anna”’ (Swedish, 
Bergman) - March 30. I.U. North- 
west, Gary. Rm, AB 102. 7:30 
p.m. 


Sci-Fi Films: “History of Science 
Fiction from 1938 to the Present” 
(with Isaac Asimov). I.U. North- 
west, Gary. Rm. GM 210 1 p.m. 
March 24. 


Channel 50, TV: presents “Island 
of Life’’ a special about 
ecological education in the Gary 
School System filmed at Deep 
River Outdoor Center in Gary. 
6:30 p.m. March 20. 


Children’s Films: ““The Tell Tale 
Heart” and ‘‘Paddle To The Sea” 
- March 11. “‘Toymaker”’ - March 
18. “Spring Comes to a Pond’ 
and “Discovering the Music of 
Africa” - March 25. Children’s 
Room, Gary Public Library, 
Main Branch. 1 p.m. 


EDUCATION 

Culture of the West Indies: 
featuring life, languages, 
literature, religion, politics and 
congo drums, taught by Pierre 
Romeus. Register at Community 
Resource Center, 2137 Broadway, 
Gary. No fee. 


Interior Decorating: offered by 
Gary Artists League, 400 S. Lake 
St., Gary 8 p.m. March 11. 


2157 West 11th Ave. 


“WELCOME S 


NATIONAL BLACK POL! 
CONV, ENTION = 


CUSTOM PICTURE 
FRAMES 


PHONE 


944-0286 


944-0286 


i ro 
Gary, Ind. 46404 


J.C.Coates 


3899 Broadway 
Gary 


teal This Book 


On Sale Now!! $7.95 


Evening High School: Gary 
Public Schools. For info. call 
after 5:30 p.m.: Emerson, 886- 
1441; Roosevelt, 886-3785; Lew 
Wallace, 887-5251. 


“Amigo”: -Classes in English. 
Free. Call Hammond YWCA, 
Mrs. Drag, 931-2922 for in- 
formation. 


RECREATION 
LU. Coffee House: I.U. North- 
west, Gary. Every Sunday 
night, 8 to 11 p.m. 25 cents ad- 
mission. 


Olive Branch Coffee House: 4800 
Harrison, Gary. Sat, 6:30 to 11 
p.m., Sun. 6 to 10 p.m. $1 ad- 
mission. 


Lit’! Lis'ners: Hammond City 
Wide program for preschoolers 
and their mothers. Begins March 
20, call 931-5100 for details. 


Magic Carpet: Stories and games 
for children through 5th grade. 
Hammond Public Library. 1:30 
p.m. Saturdays. 


Arts and crafts for children: 
kindergarten through 6th grade. 
YMCA, 225 W. 5th Ave., Gary. 9 
a.m. to noon. Saturdays. 


EXHIBITS 


Paintings: by Elliot Richard. 
Weekdays 2 to 9 p.m. Community 
Resource Center, 2137 Broadway, 
Gary. Through March 31. 


Graphic and Contemporary Art: 
Wed. thru Sat. 11 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Town Gallery, 117 Ridge 
Road, Munster. Through March 
31. 


1971 Kodak Scholastic 
Photography Award Prints: 
Weekdays 9 to 5 p.m. Gary Public 
Library, Main Branch. Through 
March 18. 


_|Art Work of the Faculty of St. 


_| JAYS BOOKSTORE 


Mary’s College: Moellering 
Library, Valparaiso University. 
Through March 24. 


Round The Region 


Gary Artists League: showing of 
paintings by award winning 
artist, Eda Warren Kaufman, 
and sculpture by Gary Scott. 
Wed. 3-7 p.m.; Sat. and Sun 1-5 
p.m. 400 South Lake St., Gary. 
Through March 29. 


Paintings and et gh by 
Gordon Misekke, Mary Misekke 
and James Stricker, Gilbert 
Gallery, 119 S. 4th, Chesterton. 
Tues. and Sun. 2-5 p.m, Through 
March 27. 


29th Northern Indiana Art 
Association Salon Exhibit: Tues. 
thru Sat. Noon to 3 p.m.; Sun. 2-5 
p.m. 5448 Hohman Ave., Ham- 
mond. March 19 through 
April 14. 


SERVICES 
Alcoholism Clinic: 111 Sibley, 
Hammond. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. For 
info. call: 931-1111. 


Hammond Hot Line: Volunteer 
listening and counseling. 6 p.m. 
to midnight, every night. Call: 
937-0450. 


Gary Rap Line: Volunteer 
listening and counseling. Sun. 
thru Thurs. 6 p.m. to midnight; 
Fri. and Sat. 6 p.m. to2a.m. Call: 
887-9684, 


Comunity Peace and Human 
Relations Center: Draft Coun- 
seling, Tenant's Aid, Prison 
Concerns, Week-end Volunteer 
Work, Film and Literature 
distribution. Deaconess Hall, 


Rm. 100, Valparaiso. Call: 462- 
3486. 


AndOn ‘The 


Home Front... 


by Judie Stimson 

Every homemaker wonders if 
her family is well fed: She is 
concerned about vitamins, 
proteins, calories and the like. 
Current articles in newspapers 
and magazines warn her against 
food preservatives, so-called 
empty calories and the effect of 
insect sprays. What is she to 
believe? 

That is a good question but the 
answer isn’t easy. Today it seems 
that science and various con- 
sumer conscious organizations 
such as the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration are constantly 
finding new facts about our food. 

It is sometimes difficult to sort 
through all the current in- 
formation and to make practical 
applications from it. 

_ Perhaps the best idea is to use 
common sense and rely upon 
reputable sources for proven 
facts. Not being an alarmist or a 
faddist helps, too. One simple 


f Congoleum- Nairn 


time-proven method for checking 
the nutrition of your menus is by 
using the basic four food groups 


The general rule is to provide 
four or more servings per day 
from each group except the meat 
group which should provide only 
two or more servings daily. 

This will insure that you are 
providing sufficient protein, 
vitamins, and minerals in your 
family’s daily diet, Sugars and 
fats can be added as required for 
flavor and food interest. 

By using this approach to a 
balanced diet and regulating 
snacks (fresh fruits and 
vegetables are much better than 
cookies, potato chips, pop, candy, 
etc.), you should be able to feel 
confident that you are feeding 
your family well. 

“Why don't you start today by 
listing a typical day's meals in 
your home and checking it 
against the basic four? You may 
be surprised! 


Gary Floor 
Refinishing Co. 


A Barwick Quality Broadioom 


Borstal Boy Revisited 


While re-reading his book Borstal Boy and watch- 
ing and reading of the struggle in Northern Ireland 
today, one must ask—what would Brendan Behan be 
doing if he hadn’t died in 1964? 

Where would the man who was arrested in England 
in 1939 at age 16 on a mission for the Irish Republican 
Army be today? 

Brendan Behan, the playwright later to be called 
the Sean O’Casey of his generation, was arrested in 
Liverpool and sentenced to three years in the Borstal 
prison at Hollesley Bay. There were a number of 
Borstals in England for ‘‘youth offenders,"’ ages 16- 
21. 

Borstal Boy is the story of Behan’s first years in 
prison. He was to spend a large number of his next ten 
years in prison. He has become something of an Irish 
folk hero, representing the spirit and sass of Ireland. 

Two men who would be his contemporaries today 
are Joe Cahill, 51, leader of the Provisional wing of 
the IRA and Cathal Goulding, 49, leader of the Of- 
ficial, or Marxist, wing. Both are construction 
workers. Behan would be 49 today and as a teen was 
an apprentice house painter. 

Borstal Boy is an important book for today. 

News reports that tell us the ranks of the IRA are 
being filled by younger and younger men—perhaps 
indicating a weakening of its spirit and the success of 
British internment measures—are misleading. 

Behan was “‘overseas’’, so to speak, on a mission 
for the IRA at 16. This was not uncommon, either to 
Behan, or to the English authorities. 

Behan was not hot-boxed into the IRA. Rather, like 
other Irishmen, he had grown up with it and his 
family had suffered for their association with it. The 
IRA—and its precursors, the Gaelic League and the 
Sinn Fein Party (“We Ourselves’’)—stood for 
freedom for all Irish and the nobility of the Irish 
language, culture and customs in the face of in- 
creasing Anglicization. 

The IRA, furthermore, was outlawed for its politics 
rather than for its ‘‘violent tactics”, since it refused 
to accept the Treaty and Partition of 1922 that formed 
the Irish Republic but allowed the six counties of 
Ulster to remain a British colony, where Roman 
Catholic Irish had no civil liberties, rights, property 
nor opportunities. vt 

Behan accepted and understood the politics of his 
countrymen and shouldered the responsibilities of a 
political prisoner, to his cause and to himself. He 
didn’t fink, lick any boots, or think of himself as t 


They were up and offering him every conceivable 
delicacy, chicken, ham, turkey . . . oh for the love of 
Jesus, give over, me mouth is watering. 

If Johnston came up and said, ‘Here you are, sing 
two lines of ‘God Save the King’ and I'll give you this 
piece of round steak, would I take it? Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, he'd be a lucky man that I didn’t take the 
hand and all off him,” 

It is interesting too, given all the talk about the 
religious war, that there were ambivalent feelings 
about the Church. 

“T had been extra religious when a kid. . . Then I 
had difficull':s, when I was thirteen or so,. with 
myself and sex, and with the Church because they 
always seemed to be against the Republicans. 

My father had been excommunicated in 1922 with 
thousands of others, and so had De Valera, and the 
Bishops were always backing the shooting and im- 
prisoning of IRA men. But I had never given up the 
Faith (for what would I give it up for?) and now I was 
glad that even in this well-washed smelly English 
hell-hole of old Victorian cruelty, I had the Faith to 
fall back on." 

He could attend Mass, but was not allowed to 
receive the sacraments. : 

Far from home and in prison at 16, friendships 
become important and the last half of Borstal Boy is a 
fine story of a personal growth and development. His 
spirit grew steadily at Borstal. 

Borstal Boy is a good lesson in current history. And 
it Jeaves little question as to where Brendan Behar, 
would be today. 

JP. 
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Dennison: Rescue Schools 
from Bureaucratic Heap’ 


by Francine Moscove 


The Lives of Children 


wane 

“strike 0 

_ camps dur " 
thing, with ten thousand 


Fi suffering for her and all the starvation—in particular 
of Teren 


MacSwiney had the eyes of the world on him, and 
knew that it must be driving these bastards mad from 
the publicity it was getting. 


Garnett 


cont. 


contact the social worker or 
principal at the child’s school. | 

According to Mrs. Howard, the 
principal of Garnett center, one 
way parents are involved is 
throught monthly meetings of the 
Parent-Teacher Council where 
they share the work of their 
children and discuss problems of 
learning and behavior. Parents 
also volunteer for tutoring on a 
1:1 basis, serve as room mothers 
for birthday parties and help with 
fund raising for field trips and 
other special activities. 

The most unique program at 
Garnett is the preschool handi- 
capped program. It is the first 
in a public school in the state of 
Indiana, and one of only ten 
nationwide. According to Mrs. 
Jacobson, its coordinator, the 
program is still in the early 
stages and has room for 3-5 year 
olds with speech and listening 
handicaps. A parent who would 
like to have her child tested for 
this program should contact Mrs. 
Jacobson or Mr. Wade at 886-3111 
Ext. 224. 

Several classes are not filled to 
capacity, particularly in the 
personal adjustment and percep- 
tually handicapped areas and 
this raises a couple of causes for 
concern. It appears that once a 

- referral is made, the procedure is 
adequate for arranging for the 
child the kind of help that is 

- needed. However someone must 
make the initial referral and if 
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the teacher does not understand 
the reason for a child’s 
misbehavior, the child may 
continue to suffer and develop 
even deeper problems. Special 
attention must be given to help 
teachers identify perceptual and 
emotional difficulties that should 
be referred. 

As for the symptoms which 
might indicate a learning 
disability in a child toa parent or 
teacher, hyperactivity and short 
attention span should arouse 
concern and a desire for further 
testing. 

Parents have special fears 
associated with the stigma of 
“special education.” These must 
be understood and dealt with in 
order to give children the help 
they need. Parents must be 
helped to realize that special 
education is vastly superior to 
floundering in a regular 
classroom. 

When asked for the major 
difficulty in the special education 
field, Mr. Rogers termed it “the 
early identification of the child’s 
problem.” And in pursuit of that 
goal the diagnostic team will soon 
be visiting schools throughout 
Gary and sharing cases with 
teachers to help them become 
more aware of what to look for 
and better able to refer children 
who should be receiving the 
benefits of special education. 


George Dennison 
Vintage paperback $1.95 


“The crisis in public education, like the hastening 
dissolution of other of our social institutions, created 


anxiety and doubt, and we respond as anxious people 


do: we try to impose order by force, imagining that if 
we can obliterate the symptoms, we have cured the 
disease. ~ 

We speak increasingly of control, as if we feared 
that everything would collapse into nothing if we let 
loose our (illusory) hold on things. ....the educational 
function does not rest upon our ability to control, or 
our will to instruct, but upon our human nature and 

+ the nature of experience. 

Ihave been urging that we show some little faith in 
the life principles which have in fact structured all 
the well-structured elements of our existence, such 
principles as our inherent sociability, our inherent 
rationality, our inherent freedom of thought, our 
inherent curiosity, and our inherit (while vigor 
lasts) appetite for more. 

What this means concretely is that we must rescue 
the individuals from their present obscurity in the 
bureaucratic heap; the students, because they are 
what this activity is all about; the teachers, because 
they are the ones who must act.” 

In this book, George Dennison tells the story of the 
First Street School in New York City which was an 
experimental inner-city school organized by a few 
teachers and educators. Dennison’s main thesis is 
that ‘‘- - - the business of the school is not, or should 
not be, mere instruction, but the life of the child.” 


’ Dennison’s philosopy of education draws strongly 


from A.S. Neill, Leo Tolstoy, and John Dewey. But it 
seems to come most strongly from the process of 
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creating a schoo] based on human relationships 
rather than ‘‘bureaucratic necessity.’ He believes 
that “failure of mind is, at bottom a failure of love.” 
He calls for change in the educational system coming 
from the ‘‘bottom"’, from the teachers and students. 

He believes that educational change cannot be 
imposted from above but must come in a restruc- 
turing of the student-teacher relationship. This 
restructuring must be away from role playing on the 
part of the teacher and toward a humane and real 
way of dealing with children. 

Dennison believes that public school teachers are 
too heavily pressured by administrators to maintain 
arbitrary order. He does not call for chaos, but for 
freedom and order such as come from a real social 
situation in which people must learn to be sensitive to 
each others needs. He believes that we take the op- 
portunity to work out conflicts away from the 
children when we impose discipline on them. 

He contends that imposed discipline does not allow 
children to work out their own boundaries. This does 
not mean that the adult does not act at all. It means, 
he believes, that the adult acts as advisor and 
protector in helping the children to understand social 
interaction, 

In his book he illustrates many situations in which 
children are helped to resolve conflicts, In these 
situations we see how his philosophy is demonstrated 
in action. We see how the child's academic and social 
difficulties are integrated and dealt with as a totality 
and how this affects the learning process. 
_Dennison’s ideas work, in part, because he was ina 
situation where the student-teacher ratio was small 
and there was no pressure from any administrator to 
fulfill the traditional teacher role, This would suggest 
that a re-structuring of the student-teacher 
relationship, though a good place to begin, is not, in 
itself, enough. His conclusions seem to suggest that a 
restructuring of the entire school situtation would 
also be necessary to create a humane environment 
for learning. 
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Benjamen Interview 


it seems consequential to me. But for a lot of people 


we're talking about five kids and two adults that 
makes seven, if I give them $16.00 that's about 
$112.00, Where as now they're entitled to $56.00 and 
I'm entitled to say $8.00 for everyone in my 
household, we don’t need whereas they do need. 

CATALYST: How do you feel about President 
Nixon's advocacy of work fare? 

Benjamen: You're going back to what we had in a 
sense to the W.P.A, and some of the new programs 
that came out of the New Deal. Except that 
Statistically it doesn’t look like it's going to pan out. 

CATALYST: Too small a percentage eligible? 

Benjamen: It's a very small percentage. And, 
really, the programs are to be devised not just 
because they're for public welfare. The thing should 
be devised so that they ought to improve the law of 
the person so that he can go out and compete in his 
own market. Just to put a person on $2.00 or whatever 
it may be from time to time, what we're trying to do is 
make everybody self-sustaining, 


CATALYST: How do you see the tax structure in 
relation to the deterioration of the city? 

Benjamen: Again under the property-tax relief 
instead of the reform, I’m not sure how important 
that impact will be. For some who are marginal it 
may allow them to make a property and stay with it. 
For others who are going to be in great difficulty 
anway, no matter what degree of relief, we assume 
the greatest relief package they would come up to 
more than 25 percent. It’s still going to be difficult for 
him. We attempted to do and I supported this in fact 
am the co-author of the House in 1967, and that is for 
people who want to maintain their property we 
would give certain tax provisions. 

As you know when you improve your property, that 
brings up the assessed value of your property and a 
lot of people are saying, “The heck with it, it just 
doesn’t pay.” So we didn’t know how effective this 
‘would be or did we know what the ramifications 
would be, but we took a million dollar pie and we were 
going to distribute it on a large city or state and on a 
per capita basis, that is the distribution to the city and 
see if we could give credits to the city instead of them 
elamping more taxes on the people who have im- 

_ proved their property. In other words, if you improve 
your property in March next year, after the 
evaluation went up a thousand dollars, presumably, 
your assessed value would go up $330.00. We won't 

_ charge $330.00 for a matter of years. Of course our bill 


is over five years and we would instead provide — 
a ba Fre the state to make it up to the city. 


et me, can I go one step further? I'll tell you I’m 


: frankly quite disappointed in the new development 


that we have of urban renewal that I see. We could 
have accompli the same thing with what they 
have now. T ; el 
land out there, by condemnation. Without any cost to 
ithe taxpavens ii crshigeeir ae Bs 

_ CATALYST: In connection with the deterioration 
of the cities, were you ever connected with the at- 


é tempted disannexation of Glen Park? 


‘Benjamen; No. 

CATALYST: Talking about your campaign, where 
are you getting most of your following? 

Benjamen: Individual donations, 1 would say the 
largest coming at $100.00 and the smallest coming at 
about 2¢. Frankly it’s just volume. We don’t have any 
special interests that really want to support us, 
second, we don’t have any political power base that 
wants to support us, it’s just citizens in the com- 
munity that feel we can do a better job than thie in- 
cumbent. I realize that they are going to un- 
doubtably, before this campaign is over with, before 
the filing is over with, they’re going to have a number 
of other people in the spring. And that some of the 
people will be calculated but they'll all be used. 

Otherwise they wouldn’t be placed in the race. I 
mean the political hierarchy. 


CATALYST: Could you give us a couple of names? that some of them may also be interested in the 


convenience. 


Meadows 


APOTHECARY 


PHONE 887-4993 FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY OF PRESCRIPTIONS 
8:30 TO 10:30 P.M. DAILY—7 DAYS 


Magazine 


SOW + BROADWAY 

ISTORY BUFFS 
History Today : American history : 
Civil WarTimes: Mankind A be 


\ 


4 
it is the raised building and have level — 


Shop at Meadows Apothecary 
where ample free parking 
space Is provided for your 


Benjamen: I would think that probably the man 
who can really tell the picture, and I’ve had no con- 
tact with him would be John Krupa. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that John is that dead set against my 
going to Congress and that-as far as . . .when we tend 
to speak out against a political organization or 
various things that I just don’t consider very savory, 
then you're known as a political opportunist, because 
you're speaking against your own party. 

And in that case, they have been saying that. And I 
am sure that I am not the darling of the party. I 
believe in every Democrat principle that I know that 
the party supposedly embraces. But I had to make a 
decision back when I first went into office, first in the 
Legislature, where somebody in the party grabbed 
me by the nape of the neck and said, ‘In essence 
you're destroying the party by this particular bill. I 
thought about it over the weekend that political 
figures or political office holders are not speaking for 
the people. A lot of them speak selfishly for them- 
selves. And so I've made my own judgements since 
then. 

CATALYST: Do you support the imcumbent 
county commissioners Behnke and Olzewski? 

Benjamen: No, I can’t say that I do. The thing 
that's got me somewhat agast is the lack of interest in 
the party primary at this point. Maybe I'll be sur- 
prised in a little while, maybe in the next couple of 
days, I'll see a lot of people filing. I’m just sorry to say 
that I think many people feel that you can’t fight the 
organization here and that is so strong that there’s no 
use getting into taking the effort, taking the abuse, to 
run for political office. Itin a sense really destroyed 
the democracy. 


CATALYST: How about organized labor support? 

Benjamen: More rank and file support. I think the 
attitude is that if it were me or someone else, they 
would possibly favor me. But with me and the in- 
cumbent, they would favor the incumbent. I’m sure 
most of the votes he would cast, I would cast also. 

CATALYST: Looking from the angle of the or- 
dinary working fellow, what do you have to offer that 
is more than Rep. Madden? 

Benjamen; Oh, I thank one that you can see, I'll 
say my peace because I think it’s right and I believe 
it’s for the people and I’m not tempered by any 
system nor have I been a part of any system for as 
any as 30 years where I committed any 
resi gn or regement of treatment. It’s just that I can 
make my own judgements. And my judgements will 


not necessarily make it a lot easier for someone in the - 


higherarchy that continue in that higherarchy. 
Secondly, I thank basically Carl Hayden said it 
very well when he decided to set down and that is we 
need a contemporary man for a contemporary 


_ problems. I think I offer that. Thirdly, I ganbemuch 
a lotharder. — 


fective because I can work 


more eff ; 
Because when you're 36, you can work a lot harder 


than possibly when you're older 

CATALYST: Have you taken any polls? 

Benjamen: Yes, we have. 

CATALYST: How do they look? 

Benjamen: Very favorable. I'm not a hit in all 
areas. Don’t get me wrong. Even though I’m behind, 
I'm close enough campaigning an effective 
recognition. And that's the other problem where you 
have a man that’s been in public office a great 
number of years and you're relatively new, there are 
areas of the county where able to expose. 

For instance the western part of the county, they 
tend to contact their own legislaters for discussion of 
various issues, Whereas on the eastern part of the 
county, I'm doing much better now than the polls 
show, I’m considerably ahead of them. 

CATALYST: There was an article in the Gary 
Post-Tribune some weeks ago a briefly outlined kind 
of a new coalition from Mayor Hatcher and Mayor 
Pastrick of East Chicago and they were trying to 
support Ray Madden in return for to have some new 
county commissioners. And there was also mentioned 
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Congressional election in 1974, based on the fact that 
if you were the incumbent then you would be much 
harder to concede Given the fact that Ray Madden 
might have retired then. Is there any truth in that? 

Benjamen: As far as wanting to keep it up, I’m 
sure I can appreciate the fact of anybody relatively 
young on a political scene at this point, might have 
aspirations in that direction. But I don’t . . .for them 
at that. The coalition, I know that Mayor Klen has 
publically stated that he is endorsing Congressman 
Madden of course he also endorsed John McKenna. 
And at this point, I think Bob Pastrick has been very 
sympathetic though both men will endorse him. But 
frankly, I don’t know that he has done it publicly. As I 
understand, the Mayor of Gary has not endorsed 
anybody. Whether he leans that way or not, I don’t 
know. 

CATALYST: What support do you have from the 
politicians? 

Benjamen: | have no support from the local clique. 
I suspect if I get any it will be isolated or will be 
supplementary. When we contemplated the cam- 
paign we did not contemplate any support. I’ve not 
openly sought support. I've paid courtesy calls, to at 
least two mayors now, and that is all. When they 
advise they would probably go the other way, I said I 
respected their decision. Frankly, I just don’t like 
buffers. I represent a constituency and they do too. 
And in certain cases, my constituency overlaps 
theirs, But I would prefer to think that I could go to 
people with this and at the same time many of the 
bills I've introduced, in fact I would say 95% of the 
bills I’ve introduced are not really figments of my 
own imagination. But it'd been given to me in the 
street where someone says, ‘‘Boy, this is a particular 
problem, what can you do about it?’’ And I like that. 


” Cooking With Fred 


PINEAPPLE UPSIDE-DOWN SURPRISE: 
‘ 375 degrees ---- 30 (0 35 minutes 


1/ 2 cup butter 

3/ 4 cup packed brown sugar 

1 fresh~pineapple 

walnuts or pecans 

maraschino cherries 
- 2 oz. Gerber’s mixed fruit juice 

1/4 tsp. rum extract - , 

1/ 2 cup butter 
3/ 4 cup sugar 
I : 


1-1/ 2 cups ceresota all purpose flour 
1/ 2 tsp. salt 

1-1/ 2 tsp. baking powder 

1/ 2 cup milk 
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wines would be muscatel, port and white port. 
—_— 


_ Melt butter in 9x9x2 cake pan. Spread brown sugar 
evenly on bottom, Pare and core pineapple; slice and 
arrange on top of brown sugar, filling centers of 
pineapple with cherries and leftover spaces with 
nuts. Pour cake batter over this and bake at 375 
degrees for 30 to 35 minutes. 

To prepare cake batter, cream 1/ 2 cup butter, Add 
sugar gradually and beat till light and fluffy. Add the 
egg and beat well. Add milk, rum extract and fruit 
juice alternately with sifted dry ingredients, 
beginning and ending with dry ingredients, and beat 
till smooth and creamy. After baking, cool 5 minutes 
and turn out on serving platter. Serve with whipped 
cream if desired. 

A fine go-along with this cake is a small goblet of a 
Hungarian Tokay. If you are unable to find one; there 
is a fine, delicate dessert wine from California that is 
labeled: “Muscat de Frontignan. Other dessert 
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